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is not so easy. The author, in his zeal to avoid vain theorizing, has been led 
to neglect the task of introducing system into the rich variety of concrete facts 
and results. ' ' We here have nothing to do, ' ' he says in one passage ' ' with 
the usual distinction between sensations as elements of mind, percepts as 
compounds, etc." This rejection of the ordinary analytic procedure is car- 
ried through consistently : we are to use words like sensation, feeling, 
emotion, etc., "in the meanings implied in common speech." This sounds 
dangerously like an appeal to the plain man's judgment in the choice of 
terms and concepts. But we are told also that ' ' we shall find all the facts 
of mental life in their proper places, and, I venture to hope, in connections 
more natural and intelligible than when arranged to suit a particular scheme 
of classification." These connections are found in Part II, in the grouping 
together under ' Time ' of chapters on the objective time relations of mental 
phenomena and on our subjective estimates of time (without further expla- 
nation than the remark, ' ' Having measured our thoughts in terms of time, 
let us measure time by our thoughts,") and in bringing together under the 
concept ' energy ' the very varied list of subjects already mentioned. We 
learn that "we must start from energy as a prime factor in any intelligible 
treatment of mental life." But what precisely this energy is, how it differs 
from what we know as the sense of effort, and what specially intelligible re- 
lation is given to sensations of movement, pain, feeling and color sensation,, 
when treated under this heading, are points which Dr. Scripture does not 
make clear. 

In criticising the selection and arrangement of matter presented, one must 
remember that the author expressly limits his treatment. But even with 
this in mind, one cannot help feeling that Dr. Scripture has shown a certain 
lack of perspective. The prominence given to the Yale Laboratory, and to 
the work of its director, seems hardly advisable. Details of apparatus and 
experiments are presented sometimes in a way which may tend to make 
them more prominent in the mind of the reader than the end for which 
they are devised. In the chapter on color, the Young-Helmholtz theory is 
presented as if it alone held the field ; Hering's theory is not even men- 
tioned. One point more may be noticed. The illustrations form a valuable 
feature of the book ; but in several cases they are presented without ade- 
quate explanation, and, in such a form, they can do little else than distract 
the reader's attention. 

W. G. Smith. 

System, der Philosophic. Von Wilhelm Wundt. Zweite umgearbeitete 
Auflage. Leipzig, Wilhelm Engelmann, 1897. — pp. xviii, 689. 
It is doubtful whether this work, which first appeared in 1889, has yet 
received the recognition in the English-speaking world which its im- 
portance demands. So far as I am aware, it is the only complete * system ' 
of philosophy which has been produced during the present generation- 
And it has still further claims to respectful consideration. Quite apart from 
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the deservedly great repution which its author has attained in the fields of 
psychology and ethics, the System der Philosophic pursues the method by 
which alone, as it seems to me, fruitful philosophical results are to be 
gained. The author takes his stand, that is, upon what has been estab- 
lished regarding the nature of man and the world by the investigations of 
the individual sciences. The problem of philosophy is then to unite the 
results obtained from these various fields of inquiry into a harmonious 
system, assigning to each group of facts its proper place, and giving 
to each its proper value. It is, of course, evident that this task is a 
supremely difficult one ; but a glance at the table of contents of the book 
before us will serve to show how thorough is the attempt which has been 
made. In addition to the Introduction, which discusses the problem of 
philosophy and its relation to the particular sciences, the following are the 
main divisions of the book : (1) Thought ; (2) Knowledge ; (3) The Con- 
cepts of the Understanding ; (4) Transcendental Ideas ; (5) Fundamental 
Points of the Philosophy of Nature ; (6) Elements of Philosophy of Mind. 
The alterations in the present edition, the author states, have for their 
object to remove misunderstandings to which the work in its original form 
gave rise. These changes are found mainly in the second, fourth, and fifth 
divisions of the book, and affect only the treatment of a few minor points. 
The titles of a few paragraph headings have been changed, but in general 
the order and treatment of topics remain unchanged. About twenty pages 
in all have been added to the length of the volume. 

J. E. C. 

Untersuchungen zur Phaenomenologie und Ontologie des menschlichen 
Geistes. Von Dr. G. Class, Ord. Professor in Erlangen. Leipzig, 
A. Deichert'sche Verlagsbuchhandlung Nachf. (Georg Boehme), 
1896.- — pp. 238. 

The aim of the author is to give, first, a description of the phenomena 
embraced under the concept 'soul' or 'spirit,' and secondly, to give an 
ontological explanation of the same. The subject of the inquiry is indi- 
cated by the word Geist. This includes those phenomena which we call 
spiritual, and is distinguished on the one side from Seele, which he uses 
as the equivalent of 'mind.' On the other side, it is distinguished from 
the idea of an objective spirit, or a God, in which all personal distinctions 
are lost. Between these two fields of inquiry, the objective and the sub- 
jective spirit, there is another field, which contains what he calls the con- 
tent of history. By this he means history not as a record of human 
events, but history as the movement and development of great ideas and 
systems of thought. History in this sense is the product not merely of 
empirical conditions, but also of the free action of the spirit. His inves- 
tigations are concerned chiefly with the relation between the content of 
history and the individual spirit. The attitude of the individual toward the 
system of thought may be affirmative or negative, and systems of the 



